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THANK YOU



back

One opportunity can change the direction of a person’s 
life.
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OPPORTUNITY → OPPORTUNITY → OPPORTUNITY

One action creates another. One voice inspires another.

NEXT → History lesson: Michael Wayne3



•Knock at the Door
•Push on the Door
•Someone else opens the Door
•Find the Door
•Each Door creates opportunity



THE RIPPLE EFFECT
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A  HISTORY  LESSON  ON  MICHAEL  WAYNE

Newborn – I cried Around 3 years old Learning to communicate 
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Early diagnosis from TEACCH, 
UNC-Chapel Hill, Chapel Hill, NC

TEACCH stands for:
Treatment and Education of Autistic 

and Related Communication 
Handicapped Children



Why can’t 
I speak?

I want my 
Barney. I’m hungry. 

Please give 
me food.

I’M 
THIRSTY!

Video please!I want to 
go swing 
outside.



A VOICE DOES NOT REQUIRE SOUND TO HAVE VALUE.

Have we learned how they communicate?

NEXT → Persistence5



All communication 
types have value





Compliance. Consistency. Patience. Persistence.
=

Best Outcomes

Persistence creates ripples too.

NEXT → Fourth grade6





Socially, I needed help. 
Fortunately, students 
saw my longing to fit in 
and asked our teacher to 
help bridge the gap. 



Fourth grade: a Bridge to Belonging

Ms. Durant created an inclusive 
environment

NEXT → Birthday party7







ACCESS → INCLUSION → BELONGING

Do people know me? Do I contribute? 
Belonging creates meaningful inclusion!
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In fourth grade, I crossed a bridge to belonging because one 
teacher

decided she would create the bridge!

Ms. Durant – One of my heroes!7



Inclusion is an experience — not a 
location.
Is the student….

 Learning?  Participating? Connected? Heard?

Are supports appropriate?
Are expectations meaningful?
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SELF-ADVOCACY DOESN’T BEGIN AT 
GRADUATION.

Teach it. Practice it. Encourage it. Make room for 
it.

MAKE TIME FOR IT!

NEXT → Finding my people10







Finding my people through sports

Water boy Team Belonging
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• My friend, Anthony, looked 
beyond my ability and saw 
an opportunity because I 
showed interest. 

•“Maybe there’s a way 
Michael                       can be 
part of this.”

•That’s belonging inclusion!
•That’s building bridges!
•That’s breaking barriers!



From the sidelines to a dream

Friday Night Lights Social life Responsibility
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A dream can begin with someone else’s voice.
Meeting Al Michaels a few years later
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 Just because you don't see the ripple... Doesn't mean the ripple isn't moving.

YOU MAY NEVER MEET THE PEOPLE YOUR LIFE 
INFLUENCES.
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Graduation was festive!





Jerry Snow, Editor, with The 
Enquirer Journal newspaper, 
gave me my first opportunity 
that would eventually propel 

me into a career in 
journalism.

















I was accepted and chose 
to go to Wingate University 
because it is a 
Christian school and 
my faith is important to me.



The first son in my 
family to graduate 

from college!



















MY STORY IS NOT FINISHED...

The ripple continues.

PLEASE FOLLOW ME!

INSTAGRAM FACEBOOK

Building Bridges. Breaking Barriers.



Website



Q

One pebble. One point of impact. Then the circles 
begin.

48

Questions?



PLEASE 
SHARE YOUR 
FEEDBACK.

THANK YOU!


